In recent times scholars have turned their attention to the study of the extent to which tourism plays a part in cultural reconstruction and nation-building (Handler 1988; Norkunas 1993; Adams 1998; Bruner 2005; Sánchez and Adams 2008) . As Sánchez and Adams (2008) note, Many developing nations, socialist and non-socialist, have turned to tourism as a promising avenue for nation-building. While tourism carries the allure of being a quick way in which to earn hard currency, capital is usually a means for the achievement of a much broader nation-building agenda that may include national integration, strengthening of the state, self-determination (sovereignty), and social equity and justice (2008: 28).
However, tourism as a means for nation-building has the potential for profound contradictions: whereas ideally the conditions necessary for the fl ourishing of nation-building and nationalism include a culturally homogeneous literate population, 'capable of authoring and propagating its own history ' (Gellner in Steiner 1997: 676) , the conditions necessary for the development of international tourism are that a population be as culturally and ethnically diverse as possible (the 'ethnic' or 'exotic' Other), and that so-called illiterate populations without a sense of historical knowledge be 'discovered' and showcased. In other words, the demands of state nationalism and those of international tourism are in disagreement (Steiner 1997: 676) .
On some occasions, displays, events and festivities are aimed at satisfying the requirements of both state nationalism and international tourism. Here I off er an analysis of the exploitation of Panama's diversity for tourism purposes and the resulting contradictions present in carla guerrón montero Panama's nation-building project. I discuss how culture and authenticity are intricately interconnected with politics and representation in the Latin America of the twenty-fi rst century, where globalism 1 and multiculturalism reign. Using an ethnographic case study of simulated cultural representations for tourist consumption in Panama-a country torn between strong nationalist sentiments and aspirations for Western modernity-I discuss how the Panamanian government and Panama City's authorities recreate, interpret, construct and reconstruct confl icting national and ethnic identities. 
